Isolated ultrafiltration in the therapy of volume overload accompanying oliguric vascular shock states.
Isolated ultrafiltration (removal of plasma water and solute without dialysis) was used as a "last resort" therapy in three patients with diuretic and pressor resistant oliguria complicating severe volume overload and vascular shock. The improvement in clinical and hemodynamic parameters is reported and the possible mechanisms of action (decreased pulmonary capillary wedge pressure and increased colloid osmotic pressure) are discussed.